TRI STATE SEED CO’S SPRING NEWSLETTER
Tri State Seed Co had a great year last year because of one reason, your confidence in us and your continued support of our products and programs.  For this we are exceedingly grateful and look forward to serving you this coming year.  Our customer base is very diverse and for that reason it is difficult to send out one newsletter that addresses all of the issues on your farm, so just read the sections of interest to you and call with your questions.

CROP INPUTS

 If your farm is like ours you spend the most money on your crop inputs.  For years our competition has used a strategy of bundling seed with their agronomy products as a strategy to grow their business.  This is a sound strategy but it is really tough for us to compete with when we sell only seed products. We have to adopt a similar strategy to survive.  Too many times we have run into a competitive situation that involves giving the seed away at bargain basement prices to secure the agronomy portion of your business.  Well those days are over.  This spring we will be offering bundled services that will allow you to purchase our seed products along with herbicides and other seed related products and services. Read the following highlights and make up your own mind.

GLYPHOSATE
This product is one of the most misrepresented products in the industry.  We are all concerned about resistant weed species and for good reason. We depend on certain herbicides to assist us in our cropping systems.  The quickest way to build resistance in weeds is to use the same active ingredient repeatedly until the weed mutates to form a resistant biotype.  This is why we chose to sell Glyphosate with two modes of action. Most glyphosate has only one active ingredient which is a potassium salt.  Our product has two active ingredients a potassium salt and an isopropylamine salt.  For that reason we prefer it as a first line of defense against weed resistance. It is a well known fact that grass plants resist taking up potassium salts. That alone is a good reason to diversify the products active ingredients.  Our glyphosate is called Credit Xtreme and is a fully loaded six pound product, which means you need to add no more surfactant.  You will need the standard water conditioning agent to neutralize the pH of your water.  Above 300 ppm hardness add 2 quarts/100 gals of spray solution and below 300 ppm hardness only 1 quart/100 gals. If you need RT-3 we can provide that also.
For corn growers, you should add Resolve to your glyphosate tank mix.  Resolve is a very broad spectrum SU that has just enough residual to control most of our broadleaf weeds well into the crop year.  It does a fantastic job at 1.25 oz/acre. This chemistry has plant back restrictions at higher use rates, be sure to read the entire label before use.
BEYOND
Tri State sells a lot of Clearfield Wheat.  In our area the variety ORCF 103 is becoming very popular.  It was developed by Dr. Jim Peterson and is based on the variety Eltan, originally developed by Dr. Clarence Peterson, Jim’s dad. It has great adaptation in the 12” and less rainfall area.  The Clearfield management system is a less expensive way to control grassy weeds in a wheat fallow system than resorting to a spring wheat rotation.  If you purchase your Clearfield Wheat from TSS or one of our affiliates, your Beyond pricing will be very competitive.  We view the Clearfield system just like an insurance policy.  If you have fears of grassy weed encroachment from the edges of your fields or draws where water flows on occasion, this is worth considering.  Just because you plant the entire field with Clearfield wheat doesn’t mean that you have to spray the whole field with Beyond, just do the areas of concern. Spray the balance with your conventional herbicide.  The key to great performance with Beyond is to get it on at the proper time, wheat at tillering but before jointing and maximum daytime temps at or above 40 degrees for a week after application  Also remember to add a non-ionic surfactant and AMS or liquid fertilizer.  Read the Label

SPRING WHEAT AND PROTEIN
Many of you had a very successful DNS crop last year. Some of you did not. There is an easy solution. DO THE MATH!  Irrigated producers will need to budget 2.9 lbs. of N per expected bushel of yield to make this work. By this I mean that the plant will use that much fertility from three sources.  The first is what you have left in the soil, the second is what will convert during the growing season either from mineralization or organic matter decomposition, and the third is what you add. Rarely have we had to add more than 225 #’s N. All of this needs to be on before anthesis.  Always use a 4 to 1 ratio of N to S. The only exception is high levels of residual S from the preceding crop.  Most growers over water DNS especially early; use a monitoring system to guide your irrigation.  It cost money to pump water. We will petiole test your wheat at two stages, one is at flag leaf emergence and the second is at anthesis (bloom).  The petiole samples must be taken at least one week after the last fertilizer has been applied, preferably ten days.  If you don’t wait, you will get false readings.  The petiole samples need to be run the same day as you gather them. Nitrogen values should be above 4.0% and the sulphur should be .35% or above.  In the event that petioles are a bit low at anthesis, we have a solution for you to consider.  MAP Nitrogen at 5 pints in combination with 4.5 gallons of liquid urea (20-0-0-0), sprayed on by air at the sticky dough stage of kernel development has shown great results.  The catalyst in the MAP product is unique in its ability to increase the availability of nutrients to the plant through existing tissues, primarily the flag leaf.  You can also just pour on the N and more S late in the season. Remember that after anthesis almost 80% of the plants nutrition goes to the seed head and comes from the flag leaf.  If you own the ground, then you can use the excess N later, but we believe the correct tool to use is the MAP Nitrogen product.
Think hard about choosing the right variety. If you don’t know your seed guy real well, then do the research yourself and ask him for data to justify his recommendations.   If you don’t get good answers then come to us.  There is plenty of research comparing variety performance at various sites. Some varieties are genetically more efficient at nitrogen utilization.  Plant the one that does it best, this is simple risk management.    MALBEC topped the trials almost every where last year in yield and protein. Our irrigated seed field in Mattawa yielded 131 bu/ac and was 15% protein; the test weight was 64.8 #’s /bu.  Cabernet is also a good choice. Our seed field of Cabernet was spring planted and yielded 151.66bu/ac and was 13.9 protein.  MALBEC is also the best choice for a fall planted DNS in the basin. How do I know, because we have 5 years of replicated trial data proving it. We have planted thousands of acres of fall DNS successfully.
SEED TREATMENTS
We have seen many areas where stripe rust had a good start last fall.  Seed treatments have proven to be a good first line of defense for stripe rust.  Dividend, Raxil XT and Proceed are products that work well at their full label rates and can be used to prevent seedling infection. Adding STAMINA to any of these will improve early season plant health. After about a month the seed treatment will run out of gas and you should consider a foliar fungicide with your herbicide program. Normal products for this timing are Headline, Absolute, Quilt, and Bumper.  Usually a half rate will be adequate for most fungal disease but stripe rust that has a foot hold in the fall will require a full rate.  

Plant root establishment is the key to a great yield.  If your drills are not set up to use a pop up starter package, consider using one of the seed fertilizer amendments to get that seed off to a good start. These usually include giberilic acid, indole 3 acetic acid and cytokinins which are growth regulators responsible for plant root development. If you want lead pipe positive evidence that this works, just leave a skip like I did the first time and you will become a believer fast. This is the easiest 5 bushels you will ever make.

We have ON DEMAND TREATING.  That means what ever it is you want -- you will get. You won’t have to wait all day to get it either, we treat at about 2000 bushel per hour. We even re-treat corn seed for some growers. Seed treatments give you a fantastic ROI. 

FUSARIUM HEAD BLIGHT
There has been a lot of corn planted in the basin. If your rotation calls for planting wheat this spring after a corn crop last year, you need to be aware of this disease.  It can flat be devastating. It can also be prevented.  The causal agent (Fusarium spp.) is a fungus harbored in the residue of the previous crop. If you do a good job of removing the residue or burying it, that will help. In the event you must seed into residue, be prepared to use the tools necessary to control this disease. PROSARO is a Bayer product specifically labeled for this fungus and this year it has a chemigation label.  PROSARO is also very effective against powdery mildew and rusts.  I mention this specifically because there have been some real wrecks when the proper prevention is not available. We highly recommend this product and we can supply it for you.

CONSERVATION RESERVE AND SAFE PROGRAMS
Some of these acres are expiring and are now eligible for replanting.  We want to do this for you. We would like you to remember a few things.  We have been blending and planting CRP grasses for over 20 years.  Craig Teel grew up in the grass industry and Dana has over 3900 acres of CRP on the family farm.  We can lock in your pricing in advance for three years out.  We have a very accurate calibration system for you to use when seeding.  We utilize a very unique carrier that helps the grass flow from a conventional grain drill more uniformly.  We consult with your local NRCS officials to make sure that you are legal, and we negotiate with them for the best blend for your individual situation.  Many times we can save you money by using our practical experience to your advantage. That happened this past week, I was able to save a producer from planting 7900 sage plugs just by upgrading the blend, adding no addition cost to the grass and saving the grower $9000 on one contract.  If we know about your needs early in the process we can help you maximize your cost share dollars and save you money while helping to establish a great stand of grass.
DEKALB CORN SEED
We are DeKalb seed dealers.  They have very good hybrids that really produce and we have a program for you to consider.  If you purchase your corn seed from TSS, we will furnish your first 32 ounces of four pound glyphosate free.  That’s right FREE. We can also finance your seed at zero % interest. As you know many of the seed companies have agency pricing, by this I mean everyone has the same program and we need a way to separate our program from all of the others. The other thing we can do is offer you a market.  Tri City Grain LLC owns 50% of TSS and they do a great job of marketing for us and you.  Their job is creating marketing opportunities.  Washington is still a corn deficit state and we can use all of the corn you can grow. Please call Tri-Cities Grain at 1-509-545-0900 and talk to Damon, Jay or Mark.   You can view their web page at www.tcgrain.com.  
ALFALFA GROWERS
If you are interested in improving your crop yields go to the Washington State Hay Growers web site and look at their replicated yield data.  These trials take a lot of work and they are unbiased, so in my book this info is golden. At the top of the chart is a variety called Pillar. We have licensed Pillar in Washington and will name it Trifecta 2.  We also licensed PGI 459 but in our shop it is called Trifecta.  Why do growers plant alfalfa varieties that do not perform at the top of the chart?  Ours do perform at the top of the chart. These two have one thing in common, they persist.  As other varieties begin to fade, ours hang in there on yield.  Why is this you ask?  It is simple – because they have the best genetics and are resistant to many of the diseases and nematodes responsible for yield drag and plant mortality. 
We sponsored Dr. Don Miller at the hay conference and we hope you enjoyed his presentation. He and Dr. David Johnson are working hard to breed new varieties that work for us. He has the foremost nematode breeding program in the nation.  Watch what he does in the near future.  Craig and I visited the CalWest Research facility in West Salem last summer and spent an entire day with them and really got our eyes opened.
AMPLE ZSB ON ALFALFA

       We represent a foliar product for alfalfa that has proven to be a great advantage for our growers.  AMPLE ZSB is a micro nutrient product that is designed to be applied before first and after second cutting. It has proven to be very cost effective in bumping yields especially on fields that do not currently employ a micro program. We routinely add ¼ ton per cutting to the yield compared to non treated alfalfa. We normally apply AMPLE ZSB by ground at a rate of ½ gallon per acre.  The aerial rate is ¾ gallon and the chemigation rate is one gallon/acre. We were as skeptical as anyone until we see the results. Call right now and order yours.  You can reach us a 1-509-234-2500. Our web site is www.tristateseed.com  Call us with your crop protection needs!  
Thanks for your attention and your business and good planting.

Dana Herron can be reached at dana@tristateseed.com
Craig Teel can be reached at craig@tristateseed.com.
