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DECLO STILL KING — 2006 YIELD WINNNERS

Even though wheat yields in the Columbia Basin were consistently below average this harvest, Declo maintained the position of top dog in the yield category.  Two of TSS Seed growers tied for first honors this year!   John Rizutti and Brandon Munn had fields that measured and weighed above 160 bushels per acre.  Brandon farms in the Horse Heaven and John Rizutti farms in Mattawa.   This information points out that the yield deficiencies experienced in the central basin this year were due to environmental conditions rather than management practices.  Such wide spread yield reduction certainly makes one respect mother nature.  Just about the time I think I have this wheat production thing down pat, I am reminded that I am not in charge.  It truly humbles me.  Four days of 100˚F heat in May, only 11 days after the temperature was 19˚F makes the wheat plant decide prematurely that it is time to reproduce.   We needed three more weeks of vegetative growth and development before the hot weather in order to maximize yields.  So, what did Brandon Munn and John Rizutti do that was so different?  Nothing!  They farm in production areas that are 2 to 3 weeks ahead in degree days compared to the Central Basin.
Spring wheat production was also affected by the heat.   The yield trials we conducted in the Mattawa area showed that RSI 10616- a DNS from Resource Seeds Inc.  of Gilroy California, was the hands down winner at 131 bushels/acre.  This cultivar will be commercially available in the spring of 2007 from Tri-State Seed.  This particular variety is short, has stiff straw and has an optimal response to slightly heavier seeding rates.  The protein is usually 1% higher than Express and Solano.  It is also earlier in maturity. RSI 10616 has performed better than Express and Solano for the last three years in testing.  Watch this one… It is short in stature and built for yield.  
ROUNDUP READY CANOLA
Roundup Ready Canola is here to stay.  TSS recently signed with Dekalb to be the primary contractor in Washington representing their winter canolas.  The key to producing profitable canola is to reduce your inputs costs as much as possible without compromising yield.  Yields of 3700 pounds were common on commercial fields this year.  Using roundup significantly reduces your weed control expenses.  The two DeKalb winter varieties do not give up any yield capacity to the publics.   Check our web site for the latest yield results.  Remember only authorized DeKalb dealers can support your seed purchase with “Roundup Rewards.”  Call us for details.
We have tested the major spring canola varieties and I can’t see the economics here- whatever you do, plant winter canola.  It will usually gross you $420 to $450/acre on 3 to 4 inches of additional water.  That is the equivalent to 80 bushel wheat at $5.25/bushel.   Can you raise 80 bushel wheat on 3-4 inches of additional water?  Also the rotational benefits of Winter Canola are huge. The following wheat crop usually produces 20-25% more because of the interruption in disease cycles and water penetration issues for producers with supplemental water this program is worth considering.
PROTEIN ANALYSIS ADVANCES

We were fortunate enough to become acquainted with a company that has developed an “on-the-go” protein analyzer.  This proprietary technology uses NIR pulse sensors to read the actual protein content of a grain stream every two milliseconds.  The system can bolt right into your combine or your grain auger.  It has an accumulator module that will allow you to measure the average protein in a field, railcar, truck or bin.  The accuracy is calibrated to a level of 0.25%.  We have agreed to be the sales liaison for these unique machines.  Stop by our office and see the demo model.   I should also note that these machines can also be readily adapted to read the oil content in a moving stream of canola- how handy!
FIRES IN THE WEST  —  DEMAND ON THE RISE
CRP Grass prices are on their way up.  The recent BLM grass bid will have the effect of further reducing already short stocks.  The inevitable result will be that in the short run spot prices will be very high.  We have already experienced a 50% increase and depending on demand, prices could jump to 100% of previous levels.  Call us with your immediate needs.  We can still help you offset your price risk on grass seed purchases this fall.
IRRIGATED GROWERS
Dr. Stephen Jones, winter wheat breeder at WSU, called me last week and had some exciting news about his research.  He now has two years of data that show planting irrigated wheat with up to 5% of the plants one foot taller than the others, will result in a yield advantage of 5%.  Let’s do the math here!  5% of a 150 bushel yield is 7.5 bushels of extra yield per acre –at $4.50/bushel is roughly $33.00/acre… for free!

His research is based on the theory that once the crop canopy is established there is little or no light penetration below the canopy, consequently, minimal photosynthetic activity.  With 5% taller plants, there is more light diffusion and more opportunity for yield.  Dr. Jones asked us to find willing candidates to validate his premise.  Call us if you are interested!

MISINFORMATION

In our last newsletter, we gave several variety profiles which included recommendations for placement of wheat varieties.  Some companies have been recommending that Westbred Eddy is an appropriate selection for a fully irrigated farmer to consider planting.  Please be careful!  Although Eddy is a superior product in the correct environment it is our opinion that Eddy is not well suited for full irrigation in the central basin.  The moral of the story—if you don’t know your seed—know your seed man—don’t take any recommendation without reviewing the research data to support the recommendation.
TRI-CITIES GRAIN LLC
Damon Filan and Jay Atchison are helping many of you with your marketing needs.  They are also helping us offset our risk through hedging our seed purchases.  These men are a great asset to our company and we are grateful for their help and expertise.  If you want a good lesson in the psychology of the marketplace, call TCG at 1-800-862-8529.
Stop in our office and meet Margaret Krug.  Margaret is our comptroller and financial analyst.  She is eager to meet you and answer any questions you may have regarding contracts and purchases or sales of seed products.

We truly are thankful for your support of our new business, and we look forward to serving each of you soon.  May each of you experience many blessings as you finish your harvesting process.
ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER
Send us your email address; we will be posting an electronic newsletter.  It saves us money and allows us to communicate with you more often.  Send an email to office@tristateseed.com  to be added to our mailing list.
WE HAVE THE FOLLOWING VARIETIES AVAILABLE
	HARD RED WINTER WHEAT
	SOFT WHITE WINTER WHEAT
	ALFALFA

	Declo
	Fall irrigation
	Eltan
	9-15” rainfall
	Trifecta Alfalfa  -Standfast

	Boundary
	11”-24” rainfall zone
	Madsen
	9-18” rainfall
	Shepard Alfalfa –Standfast

	Quantum 542
	Summerfallow up to 16”
	Bruehl
	10-18” rainfall
	DKA 42-15 Alfalfa

	Finley
	Summerfallow up to 16”
	Coda
	10-18” rainfall
	DKA 50-18 Alfalfa   –deal !!

	Clearfield Finley
	Summerfallow up to 16”
	Rod
	12-20” rainfall
	VNS Alfalfa

	Mel (Clearfield Coda)
	Intermediate 10”-16”
	ORCF 101
	12-20” rainfall
	Roundup Ready Alfalfa

	AgriPro Paladin
	10”-20” rainfall, irrigated
	ORCF 102
	12-20” rainfall
	CANOLA

	WB Eddy
	10”-20” rainfall, irrigated
	MJ-9
	16-24” rainfall
	Round Up Ready Canolas-2

	Bauermeister
	Conventional Eltan area
	
	
	DKL13-86

	
	
	DKL13-62
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