
 “It was the best of times, it 
was the worst of times: it was 
the age of wisdom, it was the 
age of foolishness: it was the 
epoch of belief, it was the ep-
och of incredulity: it was the 
season of Light: it was the 
season of Darkness: it was 
the spring of hope, it was the 
winter of despair: we had 
everything before us, we had 
nothing before us.” 
This is an excerpt from 
Charles Dickens, “Tale of two 
Cities.” In looking at our 
economy and of the current 
markets, I thought it was 
appropriate right now that 
we try to see there is some 
light at the end of this dim 
tunnel we see ourselves in. I 
don’t see us in the worst of 
time or the best of times but 
somewhere in the middle.   
I didn’t want to start this sec-
tion of the Christmas news-

letter in a down 
note.  We have seen 
a vicious downturn 
in what we thought 
was going to be the 
beginning of a slow 
upward trend in 
commodity prices 
last year. Fooled 
again!  The com-
modity markets are 
affected by the US and 
world economies and until 
the balance is back into 
equilibrium, there will be 
“the best of times and worst 
of times”.  The staff and 
management of PNWFC 
are working hard to try to 
find the best markets and 
produce the best product 
from your crops that can be 
placed into the food chain.  
We just need our buyers to 
begin buying.  We think 
after the first of the year 
buyers will return to the 

marketplace, not as pro-
lific as before, but at least 
start buying.  
Thank you for all your pa-
tronage and your business. 
Let’s think positive be-
cause better times are 
ahead. 
From all of the manage-
ment and staff at PNWFC, 
we wish you and your 
families a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy 
Holidays. 
            -Bill                  

All of us at PNWFC wish you and your 
family a wonderful Holiday Season! 

Upcoming Meetings: 
∗ Direct Seed Conference  

Kennewick, WA            
January 21 & 22 

∗ PNWFC Spring Growers 
Meeting - January 29th 
SEL Center - Pullman 

∗ Spokane AG Expo         
Convention Center         
February 3 - 5 th 

 

 

 

 

Well the ride that we prom-
ised in the last newsletter 
has gotten even wilder than 
predicted.  We don’t think the 
masterminds of the world’s 
greatest roller coasters could 
have built such an up and 
down ride that this market 
has provided over the last 
year and a half.  Most of the 
recent price action has 
frankly left me speechless.  
For those that know me you 

may think that is impossi-
ble but none the less very 
true in the current market 
situation.   
Things that we do know for 
sure or at least we think we 
do.  The Australian crop is 
predicted to come in at 19.8 
mmt although I personally 
think that it will be a little 
bit lower.  The Australians 
are also getting a substan-

tial amount of rain during 
harvest so expect to see a 
big chunk of feed grain 
coming from down under.  
This is also the first year 
without the Australian 
Wheat Board so the Aussie 
producer has to make his 
own marketing decisions.  
So far they are taking a 
page from the US farmer 
and holding tight. Black   
(Continued on Page 2)     
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sea wheat harvested a record crop 
this year and it shows in how they 
are aggressively selling into the 
world market.  The Russian gov-
ernment is also looking at adding 
an additional $70.00 per MT ex-
port credit to further deteriorate 
world values.   
Enough of the bad news.  Let’s 
look ahead to spring.  Acres look 
to be some 2 million acres less for 
winter wheat, corn also to take a 3 
million acre reduction with beans 
gobbling up most of those acres 
and increasing 6 million acres on 

the year.  It also looks as if the South 
American farmer will plant fewer acres 
due to limited credit availability.  Fewer 
acres are being seen in the Black Sea 
region as well with a 9% reduction in 
acres again due to limited credit avail-
ability.   
So although the world harvested a re-
cord wheat crop this year and we have 
seen prices plummet because of it, long 
term demand around the world should 
rebound and wheat will continue to 
need record crops in order to satisfy the 
demand.  As we all know perfect grow-
ing conditions around the world will 

probably not last forever.  And one 
thing is for sure the roller coaster 
ride is not over yet. 
        - Heath & Marketing Staff              

GRAIN MARKETS (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

huge amounts of product, especially 
lentils, at prices that were over mar-
ket values.  This gave the market the 
perception that prices could go no-
where but up, however then the finan-
cial meltdown took place.  This had a 
multi-pronged attack on prices.  First 
it seized credit markets over seas so 
even solvent buyers were left wonder-
ing if they could finance incoming 
cargo, second it sent exchange rates 
on everything from the Canadian dol-
lar to the Euro into a tailspin.  The 
reaction of most buyers was paralysis.  
It was better to do nothing than risk 
making a wrong move.  This sent 
prices plummeting which in turn put 
more pressure on the market which 
gave the buyers an attitude of why 
buy today when tomorrow will be 
cheaper.  The exchange rate was also 
a significant factor in why prices have 
dropped.  As an example during Au-
gust lentils quoted at $40.00/cwt 
equated to a 25 euro lentil, today with 
the current exchange rate a $30.00/

cwt lentil equates to a 25 euro lentil.  
So as you can see even though our 
prices have dropped substantially our 
customers overseas have not seen a 
change in value from summer. 
Now the question is what is going to 
happen?  If we knew for sure we 
would be somewhere warmer than the 
balmy 0 degrees displayed on the 
reader board as I came into work this 
morning.  But we do think there is 
some hope that we may get a small 
turn around.  And when we mean turn 
around we might simply be speaking 
of finding a level where we can at 
least buy product.  There is some de-
mand starting to surface and if we can 
convince them that prices are indeed 
at the levels that we are quoting then 
we should see a little bit of a price re-
bound from our current offer levels.  
However there is a big if!   Merry 
Christmas to everyone and we hope 
that 2009 proves to be a better mar-
keting year than the Fall of 2008 has 
been.   - Marketing Staff 

From Boom to Bust in such a short 
period of time.  Well ok that may be 
speaking a little harsh, but for all 
of you who watched the value of 
your pulse crops skyrocket during 
harvest time and then retreat just 
as quickly it probably sums up your 
feeling of this market rather well.  
So the million dollar question on all 
your minds is first, when am I go-
ing to be able to sell my pulse crops 
and second, at what price?.  Believe 
me we wish we had the answer, but 
we will try and give you some 
words of hope for the future.  Be-
cause right now all we have got is 
hope. 
So what propelled prices to such 
high levels during the summer?  
There were many factors that influ-
enced this huge run up in prices.  
One of them being the perception of 
a short crop, this was especially 
true in Pardina lentils and chick-
peas.  Also the USDA was buying 
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OVERHEAD TRUCK HOISTS 
Because of the liability and high insurance coverage, we have decided to remove all overhead truck 
hoists at the pits. We will keep a couple hoists operational for emergency use only. We’re sorry its 
come to this and we hope you understand.  

Farm Storage Off Coast Rates 
Delivered Snake River Terminal at 
Port of Almota, LCT at Lewiston & 
CFTA at Central Ferry:                   
35 cents per bushel off Portland plus 
fuel surcharge. 
Delivered Thornton, WA:                 
50 cents per bushel, fuel surcharge 
is included  



It has not been that many years ago 
that when you delivered your wheat 
to the elevator the main factor on a 
wheat grade was test weight.  In to-
day’s market place it is not that sim-
ple.  We look at many factors today, 
including protein, moisture and a 
fairly new one called falling numbers.  
Exporters have been dealing with 
falling numbers for years on their 
contracts with importers. Falling 
number tests will give a more accu-
rate indication of sprout damage 
within the kernel than a visual in-
spection.  The falling number value 
indicates how much enzyme activity 
has occurred within those kernels.  
On soft white wheat a number of 300 
seconds or higher indicates low en-

zyme activity.  With the Hard red 
wheats that minimum number is 
usually 330 seconds.   This test meas-
ures the changes of the starch prop-
erties within the wheat kernel. 
Why is this of importance?  Low fal-
ling numbers or sprouting can affect 
the food made from wheat.  It can 
reduce shelf life, cause sticky dough, 
affect loaf volumes etc.  
Following is a brief description of the 
testing procedure.  A sample of wheat 
is ground up into flour and mixed 
with distilled water in a test tube.  
The tubes are shaken to form slurry.  
Rods are placed into the test tubes 
and then the tubes are place into a 
boiling water bath which is part of 

the falling number machine.  The 
machine stirs the slurry which thick-
ens due to the kernel starches ex-
panding.  After a set time of mixing 
and heating, the rods are released at 
the top of the slurry.  The falling 
number machine then counts how 
many seconds it takes for the rods to 
fall to the bottom of the test tubes.  
Thus the falling number is the num-
ber seconds it takes for the rod to fall 
to the bottom of the test tube.  The 
rate at which the rod falls through 
the mixture is directly related to the 
amount of how much the starch has 
been broken down by the enzyme ac-
tivity.  The lower the number means 
more enzyme activity and a break 
down of the kernel starches. 

Falling Numbers  

can see their weights. Also, in Albion 
we put in a new 100’ scale. The exist-
ing dump shed had a small scale in-
side next to the pit but was too short 
to weigh and dump semis with trailer. 
We also replaced some augers with 
drags and we are now using Albion as 
a storage facility for peas along with 
wheat and barley. Albion makes a nice 
overflow station for our Pullman Proc-
essing Facility since its only 4 miles 
away.   
In Steptoe we added a 100’ scale at 
the seed plant. This scale can serve as 
a dual purpose to weigh semis at har- 

We had a busy summer updating fa-
cilities. At Genesee we are replacing a 
cleaner and adding a new gravity deck 
and de-stoners. This line will be able 

to run chickpeas and peas. It doubles 
the capacity of the line we tore out 
and updates the old cleaner by 40 
years.  
At the Snake River Terminal at Al-
mota we added digital weigh signs at 
the end of the scale so truck drivers 
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     Albion Scale 

New Cleaner in Genesee 

Steptoe Scale 

vest going to the elevator or trucks 
picking up seed. In order to deliver 
treated seed at Steptoe from Genesee 
it required tying up the inside scale 
driveway for up to 2 hours. We also 
changed out augers to drags at the 
grain elevator in Steptoe in order to 
receive pulses there also.  
In the future, we would like to add a 
color sorter at the Genesee Process-
ing plant to pick out green beans and 
foreign material in order to meet 
buyers’ ever tightening specs. Update 
the treater in Genesee to increase 
quantity and have better coverage. 
Also, we would like to add more bulk 
storage at the Genesee, Chambers 
and Steptoe seed plants.  



Well, another year has about come to 
an end and I have to give my normal 
recap of a not so normal year. I apolo-
gize for the redundancy to those 
whose memories are still fresh but 
for those of you are entering early 
stages of Alzheimer's I’ll refresh your 
memory. I’m not trying to bring back 
the pain and misery we all occurred 
but rather we can hopefully learn 
from the past to help us in the future.    
The most memorable were the ten 
foot snow drifts we were patiently 
waiting to melt this spring and the 
extreme temperature swings we saw. 
We had a fairly warm April to first 
half May that finally melted the 
snow and allowed us to get the seed 
in the ground. On May 18th we saw a 
high of 92 degrees with 30 mph 
winds. During this time we started 
seeing dry-land foot rot start showing 
up in winter wheat fields near the 
canyon rims. Two days later we had 
40-50 degree temperatures with rain. 
We stayed in that weather pattern 
until Mid-June. Not only did I have 
corn seed rot in my garden but we 
saw several problems arise in the 
field.  
During this time we saw significant 
wireworm damage in several spring 
wheat and barley fields. Not only did 
we have perfect soil conditions for 
wireworms but the length of time 
they had to feed was substantial. 
Also, we’ve noticed an increase of 
populations over the past few years. 
Some say residual DDT has finally 
wore off but an increase of CRP acres 
and direct seeding has definitely cre-
ated a better environment. Because 
of this we are considering bumping 
up our Cruiser rate to .315 oz/cwt for 
this spring. If any of you have fields 
that you know have a high popula-
tion of wireworms you may consider 
having us double the rate on your 

spring grains. For the lentils, the.35oz 
we used this past spring seemed to 
hold fairly well. We still haven’t seen 
wireworm damage in peas so at this 
time it will still be by request only. 
The wet cool weather also brought on 
diseases, mostly aphanamyces root rot 
and fusarium in pea and lentil fields. 
We saw substantial differences in 
fields that were rolled versus har-
rowed after seeding, two year versus 
three year rotation and pre-emerge 
herbicides. Harrowing limited com-
paction, three year rotation broke the 
disease-cycle out longer and deeper 
seed depth with the Pursuit, Prowl or 
Sencor all helped in limiting disease. 
Also, there’s now a foliar product, 
Phostrol, that can be applied on peas 
when they’re in the 3-4th node. Its 
phosphoric acid that helps promote 
root growth and plot data has shown 
significant yield increase if aphana-
myces is present.  
I think we had one normal day of tem-
peratures in mid-June, and then we 
saw temperatures get into the nine-
ties again and the wheat on the shal-
lower ground really took it in the 
shorts. For a lot of farms, we just 
plain ran out of moisture. Then to top 
matters off, we had a hard frost on 
July 11th. It didn’t matter that two-
thirds of my corn didn’t emerge be-
cause there wasn’t anything left in my 
garden after that frost. We saw frost 
damage in fields from Colfax to Gene-
see. Early maturing winter wheat, 
spring wheat and peas were hurt the 
worst. One thing notable of the frost, 
we had a couple of growers who had 
just foliar fed their spring wheat with 
Stand and a fungicide and those fields 
didn’t have nearly as much frost dam-
age. In fact, there’s a lot of research 
being done now on a plant’s cold-
tolerance and vigor with a stroblin 
fungicide like Quadris or Headline. 

So, if there’s a freeze warning issued 
at that critical time of filling, maybe 
get the plane in the air?  
Amazingly, we finally get the crop to 
maturity after mother nature tried 
to kill it about ten times and what 
happens? It rains an inch and a 
quarter on August 18th with only 
about half the crop in the bins. It 
sprouted wheat and barley, 
bleached peas and made our 6” len-
tils nearly impossible to cut.   
Winter wheat yields for most were 
10-20% below normal. However, 
spring crops were about average 
with chickpeas being the nice sur-
prise coming in with yields above 
average. This wasn’t too bad consid-
ering our moisture for the ‘07-08 
crop year came in about 4 inches 
behind normal. Take in account the 
snow drifts, the cold end of May and 
early June, the two heat blasts and 
the July frosts and we shouldn’t of 
cut anything. 
This fall, the producers who had the 
most sprout show up on their grades 
have been blessed with excellent 
stands of wheat going into winter. 
Driving across the Palouse the end 
of October, the winter wheat stands 
looked pretty dismal except for the 
Southern Portion (south of Colton 
and east into Idaho.) However, an 
exceptionally warm and wet Novem-
ber has sure brought fields to life.  
I apologize for bringing back those 
painful memories of 2008. Please 
note though that I didn’t mention 
prices! One thing great about farm-
ing however, next year will be a new 
year. Hopefully we’ll have better 
yields and see higher prices and I’ll 
get to finally eat some corn out my 
garden! God Bless and Have a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!          PNWFC Field Staff 
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The seed division had a near record 
volume of seed sales this fall and we 
want to thank everyone for their 
business. It was a little crazy this 
fall running four seed plants and 
95% of the seed going out in less 
than three weeks. With a few more 
gray hairs though, we got the job 
done!   
We’ve already started to bring in 
and clean seed for next spring. We 
should have an ample supply of eve-
rything but to make sure you get 
what you want please order early. 
Our spring grower’s meeting is 
January 29th at the SEL Event 
Center in Pullman, WA. We’ll be 
mailing a flier out after the first of 
the year for the Meeting and will 
mail out a Seed Newsletter in late 
February with seed prices, variety 
information, new crop contracts and 
enterprise budgets. 
Sometimes we feel like a big box 
store with all the varieties and in-
ventory we carry. However, much of 
our success has come from having a 
“full menu” and if we don’t have a 
variety that you’re looking for please 
let us know and we’ll see if we can 
get it. Below is a brief description of 
what we’ll have for spring ‘09: 
Pulses:  
For peas, we’ll be carrying Banners, 
Aragorns, Columbians, Joels and 
Small Sieves. Banners are our new-
est variety and what limited acreage 
we had performed well this past 
year. They are a stand-up pea with 
dimpled seed and a dark green cote-
lydon. A high yielder with decent 
mildew and bleach resistance. The 
majority of peas planted this past 
summer were Aragorns. They  are a 
stand-up type and yields are compa-
rable to Banner. Some later seeded 
fields of Aragorns broke to powdery 

mildew this summer but 
overall producers were 
pleased with this vari-
ety. Our Columbians, 
Joels and Small Sieves 
yields were slightly less 
than the new stand-ups 
varieties but many pro-
ducers still prefer grow-
ing them because of 
their consistency over 
the years. 
We’ll again have small 
brown lentils this spring 
along with a limited supply of Merrits. 
They are a ARS/WSU release in 2001 
and they replace Brewers as a large 
lentil. They have good height and de-
cent shatter resistance.   
For chickpeas we’ll again be offering 
Billy Beans, Dwellys, Sierras and 
Troys. Billy Beans are a small Kabuli 
that yield 10-20% higher than a Sierra 
or Dwelly and are a 100% contracted 
crop. Troys are the newest release 
from ARS/WSU and are considered a 
Spanish White type Kabuli. They will 
bring a nice premium over Dwellys 
and Sierras with comparable yields.  
Wheat:  
In regards to soft white spring wheat 
we will be offering Alpowa, Nick, and 
Louise. 
Alpowa was released by W.S.U. in 
1993 and has been a consistent per-
former for producers as well as in the 
extension yield trials.  It has adult 
plant resistance to stripe rust but is 
susceptible to Hessian fly.  Emergence 
is later in the spring compared to 
Nick. 
Nick is a WestBred variety released in 
2002.  It is consistently among the top 
varieties in both yield and test weight.  
Nick is tolerant to Hessian fly while 
being moderately susceptible to strip 
rust.  It is the earliest maturing soft 

white spring available.   
Louise was also devel-
oped by W.S.U. and 
was released in 2004.  
It is a Wakanz-
Wawawai cross.  
Louise is moderately 
resistant to both Hes-
sian fly and stripe 
rust.  In terms of ma-
turity, Louise is about 
a week later than 
Nick. 
Hank and Tara 2002 

will be our main hard red spring 
wheat varieties for the upcoming sea-
son.  We will also have limited quan-
tities of WB 926 and the new Clear-
field DNS Jedd.  Hank was selected 
from the cross of WB 926 and WB 
936 and was released by WestBred in 
2000.  It is resistant to Hessian fly 
while being moderately resistant to 
stripe rust.  The average yield is 3-5 
bu/acre higher than that of WB 926 
or Tara 2002 with protein levels run-
ning slightly lower than the 926 or 
Tara.  Tara 2002 was released by 
W.S.U. in 2001 and has been a popu-
lar choice in the Genesee area.  It has 
a very good yield potential with ex-
cellent test weight.  Tara 2002 has 
good resistance to Hessian fly and is 
moderately resistant to rust.  A new 
DNS in our selection this year will be 
Jedd. 
Jedd is a Clearfield DNS developed 
by WestBred for release this spring.  
Jedd is tolerant to Hessian fly and 
has similar stripe rust tolerance 
found in Hank and WB 926.  Jedd 
has two gene tolerance to the “IMI” 
herbicides Beyond or Clearmax.  As 
this is the first year for Jedd, very 
limited supplies are available this 
spring. 
Switching gears to barley, Baronesse, 
Camas, Champion, and Metcalfe will 
be our   varieties.  Baronesse is a 

SEEDPLANT 

Have a Merry 
Christmas! 

Pacific Northwest Farmers  Page 5 



and other regular food, but tell Walt 
and Elmer you can always sit by the 
two city boys that live on coffee. 
Their food plus yours holds you 'til 
noon when you get fed again. It's no 
wonder these city boys can't walk 
much.  
We go on "route marches," which the 
platoon sergeant says are long 
walks to harden us. If he thinks so, 
it's not my place to tell him differ-
ent. A "route march" is about as far 
as to our mailbox at home. Then the 
city guys get sore feet and we all 
ride back in trucks.  
The country is nice but awful flat. 
The sergeant is like a school 
teacher. He nags a lot. The captain 
is like the school board. Majors and 
colonels just ride around and frown. 
They don't bother you none.  
This next will kill Walt and Elmer 
with laughing. I keep getting med-
als for shooting. I don't know why. 
The bulls-eye is near as big as a 
chipmunk head and don't move, and 

(Now at Camp Pendleton, San 
Diego, Marine Corps Recruit 
Training)  

Dear Ma and Pa:  
Merry Christmas! I am well. Hope 
you are too. Tell Brother Walt and 
Brother Elmer that the Marine 
Corps beats working for old man 
Minch by a mile. Tell them to join 
up quick before all of the places 
are filled.  
I was restless at first because you 
got to stay in bed till nearly 6 
a.m., but I am getting so I like to 
sleep late. Tell Walt and Elmer all 
you do before breakfast is smooth 
your cot and shine some things. 
No hogs to slop, feed to pitch, 
mash to mix, wood to split, fire to 
lay... practically nothing. Men got 
to shave but it's not so bad... 
there's warm water. Breakfast is 
strong on trimmings like fruit 
juice, cereal, eggs, bacon, etc., but 
kind of weak on chops, potatoes, 
ham, steak, fried eggplant, pie, 

it ain't shooting at you like the Hig-
gett boys at home. All you got to do is 
lie there all comfortable and hit it. 
You don't even load your own car-
tridges. They come in boxes.  
Then we have what they call hand-
to-hand combat training. You get to 
wrestle with them city boys. I have to 
be real careful though, they break 
real easy. It ain't like fighting with 
that ole bull at home. I'm about the 
best they got in this except for that 
Tug Jordan from over in Silver Lake. 
I only beat him once. He joined up 
the same time as me, but I'm only 
5'6" and 130 pounds and he's 6'8" and 
near 300 pounds dry.  
Be sure to tell Walt and Elmer to 
hurry and join up before other fellers 
get onto this setup and come stam-
peding on in. I’ll miss you these holi-
days! 
 
Your Loving Daughter,     
Alice 

Humor: Christmas Letter Home from a Farm Kid 

WestBred release and has been 
the standard spring barley in the 
Whitman County area for many 
years.  It has a good yield poten-
tial with 47-50 lb. test weight.  
Champion is the latest release by 
WestBred with this spring being 
the first year for certified seed.  
Champion was selected from the 
cross of Baronesse and Camas.  It 
has out yielded all other barley 
lines in the W.S.U. extension tri-
als for 3 years in a row.  Test 
weight is 2 -3 lbs. heavier than 
Baronesse.  Camas is a University 
of Idaho release which performs 
similar to Baronesse in terms of 
yield, with a slightly higher test 
weight.   
Metcalfe was released by Ag. Can-
ada in 1997 and is a two row malt 
barley.  Metcalfe replaced Har-

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

rington as the malt barley of choice within the industry.  Slightly lower yields 
than feed barley, but malt premiums make this an attractive alternative. 
We look forward to serving you this upcoming season and feel we have the va-
rieties to meet your seeding needs. Please give us a call at Genesee (208) 285-
1729 or Steptoe (509) 397-4664 to place your spring seed order or feel free to 
stop by one of the plants for a visit.    
We wish you and your family a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  
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